Telomerase expression in primary neuroblastomas.
Maintenance of chromosomal telomeres is necessary for continued cell growth, and this is carried out in germline tissues by telomerase. In contrast to most somatic tissues, many tumours have telomerase activity. The RNA component of human telomerase (hTR) was measured by Northern analyses of 150 primary untreated neuroblastomas and compared with clinical stage at diagnosis. hTR expression > 33 (relative to cell line control = 100) was seen in 41% of all tumours and the frequency of hTR > 33 increased with stage of disease. Expression of hTR may be involved in progression of neuroblastoma.